
 
 

A Message to Canadians from Dr. Ralph Strother, National Board Chair, 
Canadian Breast Cancer Foundation 

 
TORONTO, ON (February 2, 2012) - There was a time in Canada when breast cancer was a taboo subject. 
Women who were diagnosed were faced with limited treatment options, few community supports and a sense 
of silence pervading any discussion of what was – or was not – being done to improve their chances and their 
lives. For the past quarter-century, thanks to a grassroots organization of concerned Canadians, things have 
started to change. The Canadian Breast Cancer Foundation is proud to be part of that story. 

This week, the National Film Board of Canada is releasing a film called Pink Ribbons, Inc., which is critical of the 
role corporations play in funding the breast cancer cause.  While the film raises an interesting dialogue, it does 
a disservice to the hard work and advocacy of people across Canada whose contributions have made a 
tremendous impact on women’s lives over the last 25 years. 

Together, with our community, our volunteers and our individual and corporate donors, we have a lot to be 
proud of.  The knowledge that has been gained by CBCF-funded research has had tremendous impact on 
women’s lives.   Not only are we starting to better understand how to reduce breast cancer risk, we can detect 
it earlier, we can diagnose it more accurately, we can treat it more effectively, and we can improve the quality 
of life for those who have been affected.    

The mortality rate for breast cancer has dropped by 35 per cent since 1986, and today, nearly 88 per cent of 
women diagnosed with breast cancer will survive their diagnosis for at least five years.  However, with one in 
nine women still being diagnosed with breast cancer in her lifetime, there is still a lot more work to do. 

If you have any questions about how our donor dollars are spent, please see the financials and Your Dollars At 
Work sections of our website. To learn more about the people who make up our community, read our Finding 
Hope blog. Learn more about our national board members here. 

The members of our community are changing the world.  This year you volunteered your time, donated your 
money, organized or participated in fundraising, or grant decision making efforts.  I want to assure you that 
your work and our community make a difference.  

Together, we will continue to move forward until we reach our vision of creating a future without breast cancer. 

Sincerely,  
 
Dr. Ralph Strother 
Chair, National Board of Directors 
Canadian Breast Cancer Foundation 
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